178.   STATEMENT BEFORE BREAKING FAST
DELHI,
October 3, 1924
Mr. Gandhi broke his fast at 12 noon today. . . , After the Hindu,
Muslim and Christian prayers were over ... in a low voice, at times almost
inaudible ... he said:
Hindu-Muslim unity is not a new interest with me. It has
been my chief concern for 30 years. But I have not succeeded
in achieving it. I do not know what is the will of God. You
know how originally my vow consisted of two parts. One of them
is fulfilled. Another part I held back in response to the wishes of
friends who were present at Mr. Mahomed Ali's house that
night. Even if I had retained this second part, my fast would
now have been broken in view of the success of the Unity Con-
ference.
Addressing the Mussalmans through Hakim Ajmal Khan and Mr. Maho-
med AH, Mr. Gandhi said:
Today I beseech you to promise that you will, if necessary,
lay down your life for the sake of Hindu-Muslim unity. For me,
Hinduism would be meaningless if that unity is not achieved, and
I make bold to say the same thing about Islam, We ought to be
able to live together. The Hindus must be able to offer their wor-
ship in perfect freedom in their temples, and so should Mussalmans
be able to say their azan and prayer with equal freedom in their
mosques. If we cannot ensure this elemental freedom of worship,
then neither Hinduism nor Islam has any meaning. I want this
promise from you3 and I know I have it; but as I am about to
break my fast, I am so Weighed down with the sense of responsi-
bility that I am asking you to renew the pledge.
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